Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.041; wR factor = 0.086; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.0.
In the title complex, [Ni(C 9 H 6 O 4 )(C 3 H 4 N 2 ) 4 ], the Ni II ion is O,O 0 -chelated by the phenylmalonato ligand and coordinated by four imidazole ligands in a slightly distorted octahedral geometry. In the crystal structure, symmetry-related molecules are linked by N-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds, generating a threedimensional network.
Related literature
For the cobalt(II) analog, see: Zhang et al. (2007) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Ni(C 9 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). site that enables the octahedrally coordinated mononuclear molecule to connect with each other to form a three-dimensional network (Zhang et al., 2007) . The nickel analog (Fig. 1) is isostructural, the two compounds crystallizing with similar unit cell dimensions.
Imidazole (0.339 g. 0.56 mmol) was dissolved in methanol (10 ml) and to the solution was added nickel nitrate hexahydrate (0.480 g, 1.65 mmol) dissolved in water (6 ml). To the clear soluiton was added phenylmalonic acid (0.300 g, 1.65 mmol) and sodium hydroxide (0.120 g, 3.30 mmol) dissolved in water (10 ml). The filtered solution was set aside for the growth of green crystals over several days; yield 50%. CH&N elemental analysis. Calc. for 
Refinement
Carbon-bound H-atoms were placed in calculated positions (C-H 0.93-0.98 Å) and were included in the refinement in the riding model approximation, with U iso (H) set to 1.2U eq (C).
The imidazolium H-atoms were similarly treated (N-H 0.88 Å; U iso (H) 1.2U eq (N)).
The crystal has several voids but these are too small (20Å 3 ) to accomodate a solvent molecule. Symmetry codes: (i) −x+1, y−1/2, −z+1/2; (ii) x−1, y, z; (iii) −x+2, y+1/2, −z+1/2; (iv) −x+3/2, −y+1, z+1/2.
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